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teachers and parents, and more especially by the forma-
tion of parents' committees in which this and similar prob-
lems can be discussed.x
There are other factors also. The physical presence of
the child in the classroom does not necessarily mean that
he is obtaining the full value of his attendance. This de-
pends among other things on his state of health, whether
he is tired or fresh, whether he has eaten or not on that
particular day, and, of course on the ability of his teacher
and the availability of essential teaching equipment. In
all these respects many children are seriously handicapped.
The standard of health of the children in the day schools
is low, and infection with parasitic worms is particularly
high.2 Equally serious, however, is the fact that very many
children attend schools from homes over five miles away*
Such children may not have eaten since the previous
evening meal and yet may bring no food with them. To
tiredness is thus added hunger, and proper concentration
on classwork becomes impossible, especially towards the
end of the school day.
While schools are few it is inevitable that some children
will have to walk long distances. This particularly applies
to children attending those schools, the minority, which
include senior primary and post-primary classes. Any quick
solution of the problem is made more difficult where there
is competition between rival missions, for it has often hap-
pened that the establishment of a school by one mission
to serve a particular area has soon been followed by the
establishment of another, belonging to a different mission,
11 have personally found such committees of the greatest vafce in
educationally backward areas in Northern Nigeria. The committees
were given considerable control over the fixing of dates for holidays,
over matters of discipline, and over the arrangement of their school's
non-academic activities. Over a period of three years average atten-
dances rose from under 70 per cent to over 85 per cent.
* This is primarily a health problem and has already been
mentioned in Chapter III, pp. 13-14.